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Nikos Piperis is according to the sleeve notes, one of the most well-known of modern Greek guitarists-composer; I've personally 

never heard of him but if this sample programme of his music is representative of his usual output, then I will certainly seek out 

more of his other compositions which include not only work for guitar but for symphonic orchestra and small ensembles.

Although not presented in chronological order on the CD, the pieces on this recording illustrate his developing compositional 

style from with the earliest work Heliotrope, a wonderfully rhythmic and exciting piece written in 1982 through to the dramatic 

tango inspired Recuerdos de l'Argentina written in 2000

Mediterranean Suite (1998) is in fact a seven-movement Baroque pastiche; not convincing enough to be mistaken for an 

th“Authentic” 17  century discovery but nevertheless a wonderful composition in its own right and one where repeated listenings 

have not diminished the pleasure of the music.

The absolute pinnacle of this programme has got to be the incredibly moving Adagio writtenin 1988 and apparently inspired by 

tragic events in the composer's life. There are suggestions of the celebrated Weiss Tombeau (Logy) in parts, the various sections 

of this 8-minute work evoking sadness and loss in one of the most poignant, heart-rending solo guitar pieces I've come across in 

many a year.

Giorgos Louskos' performance on this disc does the composer proud; he has a very nice tone, a fine sensitivity and a good sense 

of phrasing. This is a very nice recording from every aspect – the music, the performance and the  recording quality.

                                                                                                                        Steve Mars
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th“Heliotrope” is the 4  recording of composer, guitarist, Nikos Piperis, and is perfectly capable of evoking the best emotions possible. 

It contains 7 compositions for solo guitar which were written between 1982 and 2000 and which, in some way, portray the 

evolutionary course of their composer. A composer who is also distinguished as a musical educator and a conductor. In this 

recording, however, the performance was undertaken by the undoubtedly talented guitarist Giorgos Louskos, who has studied 

alongside Vangelis Boudounis and won an award in the international Villa Lobos contest in Patras. The correct performance and 

reading of a musical piece is not enough; what is required is to bare one's soul and to identify with the composer as his alter ego as 

well as to fully understand the complex musical weavings. Louskos succeeds in the fullest to perform in the way the distinguished 

composer required, so “Heliotrope” with its excellent studio recording and production comes to us, music lovers, as a recording 

masterpiece. A conducive factor, of course, is the astounding guitar performance, a Jose Ramirez model (from 1975). The 

compositions vary in terms of their structural processing and especially as far as their rich timbre is concerned. Nikos Piperis is a 

th thconnoisseur of the musical tradition of the guitar as a soloist's instrument as well as of the various musical styles of the 19  and 20  

centuries. He unfolds his musical ideas without over-extending or becoming tiresome. He is both rich and laconic. He creates a 

melancholic atmosphere (“Melancholia”), dramatic tensions referencing personal tragic experiences (with the wonderful “Adagio”) 

and at the same time expresses optimism urging us to an ethereal dance (with the sensuous “Tarantella”). He invites us to travel to 

the Mediterranean basin (“Mediterranean Suite”) and to Latin America, the shrine of the art of guitar, and especially to the homeland 

of Astor Piazzolla (“Recuerdos de l' Argentina”). It is beyond doubt that this soul-baring of both the composer and the performer will 

not go unnoticed by the listener, who will seek yet another listening, each time more fulfilling, a journey in a dream –  to the sunflower 

fields as the title suggests. This is a recording which, should you choose to acquire it, you will find fully satisfying. 

Thomas Tamvakos
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Nikos Piperis may be known as a guitar virtuoso but little we know of his work as a composer. Through this recording, it is with great 

pleasure that we discover a sensitive composer whose work is deeply lyrical and solidly structured. “Heliotrope” – his choice of title 

for this collection – is nothing but appropriate. The thirteen pieces for solo guitar comprising it run a gamut of feelings and situations 

which we can experience or feel: with Tarantella and the Bouree, Sarabande baroque dances it is the joy of dawn; with Romance it 

is maturity and romanticism; with Melancholia the melancholy of the dusk; with Prelude the tender interludes of beautiful, personal 

moments, and, finally, with Adagio the darkness and the sorrow when the sun starts to set on a life. In spite of the fact that the 

composer wrote these pieces between 1982 and 2000, they are characterized by cohesion and what is one of the most valuable 

qualities of a composer: a recognizable, personal style. The performance of the above is delivered by Giorgos Louskos, a talented 

guitarist, a fellow traveler of the composer along this musical adventure, who has the expressional ability, the lyricism and the 

empathy required for this work which, although seemingly simple, is extremely complex to perform. The high-quality, clear sound 

adds to the plus points of this record.

Liana Malandrenioti
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